	
Spring Curriculum Overview – Year 6

 Mrs Pote and Mrs Barnard


	Welcome to the Spring Term. We are looking forward to an exciting term with your children!
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions or concerns. 
Many thanks,
Mrs Angela Barnard and Mrs Jacqui Pote

	Reading

	Knowledge and Skills

	Children will be reading a range of texts from a variety of different genres. They will use texts to find information and understand how to use different features of non-fiction texts such as contents, indexes and glossaries. They will answer a range of comprehension questions of increasing difficulty, using inference and providing evidence for their answers.  

The children will…                                                              
· use knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words 
· continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 
· understand what is read by checking that the book makes sense, discussing understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 
· draw inferences such as infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justify inferences with evidence 
· predict what might happen from details stated and implied 
· summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 
· identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
· discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader, distinguishing between statements of fact and opinion 
· retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction

	Writing

	Knowledge and Skills

	The children will use high quality texts to provide writing opportunities covering the following text types:
Non-fiction: 
 - Journalistic writing
 - Discussion
 - Explanation
Fiction:
 - Narrative 
 - Letter

The children will…
· identify the audience for and purpose of writing, selecting the appropriate form 
· note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
· select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 
· describing settings, characters and atmosphere in narrative writing and integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
· use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
· use further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader 
· assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
· ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
· proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors




	Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation

	Knowledge and Skills

	The children will…
· use expanded noun phrases
· use conjunctions to extend the range of sentences
· use inverted commas and other punctuation for direct speech
· use brackets, dashes or commas for parenthesis
· use possessive/contraction apostrophes
· spell words with the ie/ei after c spelling pattern
· spell words with the tion/sion/ssion/cian spelling pattern
· spell words with the able/ably/ible/ibly spelling pattern
· spell words with silent letters
· spell homophones and near homophones
· know the difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and writing
· use the passive/subjunctive form to affect the presentation of information in a sentence 
· link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices such as repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical connections 
· use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, columns or tables to structure text
· use semi-colons and colons to mark the boundary between independent clauses 
· use colons to introduce a list and use semi-colons within lists

	Mathematics

	Knowledge and Skills

	The children will be extending and developing their maths skills across all units as well as further developing their problem solving and reasoning skills.
Number:
· Number and place value
· Addition and subtraction
· Multiplication and division
· Fractions, decimals and percentages
Geometry:
· Properties of shape
Measurement:
· Perimeter and Area
Algebra, Statistics and Ratio/Proportion

The children will…
· use negative numbers in context to solve multi-step problems
· multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method / divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method  
· use knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations and solve problems involving the four operations 
· know equivalences of fractions, decimals and percentages
· solve problems involving the calculation of percentages
· multiply and divide fractions/decimals 
· calculate area and perimeters of 2D shapes
· recognise angles where they meet at a point, are on a straight line, or are vertically opposite, and find missing angles
· compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties and sizes 
· use simple formulae and express missing number problems algebraically
· generate and describe linear sequences




	Science

	Knowledge and Skills

	Evolution and Inheritance
The children will…
· recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago
· recognise that living things produce off spring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents
· identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution

	Electricity
By the end of this unit the children will know and be able to:
· associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number and voltage of cells used in the circuit
· compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, including the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off position of switches
· use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram

	History

	Knowledge and Skills

	What can the census tell us about the local area?
The children will…
· know what a census is and its purpose
· gather information about the lives of Victorian children from the census
· understand some of the jobs available during the 1800s 
· understand why some women refused to complete the census in 1911
· understand changes in the 1921 census
· conduct an enquiry in our local area using the census

	Geography

	Knowledge and Skills

	Where does our energy come from?
The children will…
· understand why energy sources are important
· know some of the benefits and drawbacks of different energy sources
· contrast and compare how energy is generated in the USA and the UK
· explain some of the reasons for choosing an energy source
· collect and present data on where to position a solar panel on the school grounds

	Art

	Knowledge and Skills

	Making my voice heard
The children will…
· explore expressive drawing techniques based on research of the work of Diego Rivera and the Mayans
· consider how symbolism in art can convey meaning based on the work of Dan Fenelon
· apply understanding of the drawing technique chiaroscuro
· evaluate the context and intention of street art
· apply an understanding of impact and effect to create a powerful image




	Design and Technology

	Knowledge and Skills

	Navigating the world
The children will…
· write and develop a design brief for a navigational tool based on a client request
· write a program to include multiple functions for a navigation device
· develop a sustainable product concept, considering materials and their functional properties
· develop 3D CAD skills to produce a virtual model
· present a pitch to ‘sell’ the product to a specified client

	Religious Education

	Knowledge and Skills

	As part of the new Coventry and Warwickshire syllabus, the children will be exploring the following question through the discipline of Philosophy and Human & Social Science…
How might your worldviews impact on the way you understand death and beyond?
They will be considering the following sub-questions…
· What is the transcendent and why is it important in some worldviews?
· What is the self?
· What are my questions about life, death and afterlife?
· What do Abrahamic, Dharmic and non-religious worldviews say about life after death?
· How do people live based on their beliefs about life after death?
· How do funerals express ideas about death from worldviews?
· How are ideas about the afterlife expressed in artwork?

	Modern Foreign Language

	Knowledge and Skills

	Sports
The children will…
· Understand and remember some nouns for sports
· Talk about sports they like and dislike and write extended sentences describing a sport and giving their opinion
· Identify parts of the verb ‘jouer’ (to play)
My Best Day Ever
· Talk about funfair rides they like and dislike
· Talk about a daily routine
· Understand how to tell the time in French
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Understand a description, and give their own description of, a typical day at the funfair

	PHSE

	Knowledge and Skills

	Dreams and Goals
The children will…
· know their own learning strengths and set realistic goals
· work out the learning steps they need to take to reach their goals and how to motivate themselves
· know a variety of problems the world is facing and know some ways in which we could work with others to make the world a better place
· empathise with people who are suffering or living in difficult situations

	Healthy Me
The children will…
· take responsibility for their own health and know how to make choices that benefit their own health and well-being
· know what it means to be emotionally well
· know that some people can be exploited and made to do things against the law
· know why some people join gangs and the risk that this can involve

	Clever Never Goes
The children will…
· know how to stay safe both outdoors and online
· recognise specific situations that are unsafe 
· know the tools to respond




	Computing

	Knowledge and Skills

	Data Detectives
The children will 
· find information in databases by filtering and sorting
· create graphs from data within a database
· be able to find information in linked table databases
· be able to find requested information using databases
Coding
The children will…
· design and build a program using variables
· use functions and understand why they are useful
· debug a program
· understand how to generate and use user input 
· follow and adapt the code for a text-based adventure game
Being Safe in a Digital World (delivered separately to computing throughout the term)
· Online reputation: strategies to develop and protect a positive online reputation
· Online bullying: how to report online bullying to others who can help me 
· Managing online information: understanding how search engines work and how to use them effectively/understanding that some online information can be opinion not fact/understanding the terms influence, manipulation and persuasion 

	P. E.

	Knowledge and Skills

	Yoga
The children will…
· develop an understanding of yoga
· develop flexibility, balance and strength through yoga flows
· create own yoga flows showing quality in control, balance and technique

	Basketball
The children will…
· develop protective dribbling against an opponent
· move into and create space to support a teammate
· choose when to pass and when to dribble and track an opponent using defensive techniques to win the ball
· develop technique to increase accuracy when scoring
· apply principles, rules and tactics to a game situation 

	Dance
The children will…
· copy and repeat a set dance phrase showing confidence in movements
· work collaboratively to explore and develop dance
· copy and create actions using a prop as a dance stimulus
· select actions and dynamics to convey different characters
· communicate a story through dance

	Volleyball
The children will…
· develop the fast catch volley
· volley the ball using a set shot
· develop the dig and understand when to use it
· keep a continuous rally going over the net
· develop the underarm serve and learn the rules of serving
· apply the rules, skills and tactics learnt to play in a volleyball tournament



	Music

	Knowledge and Skills

	Film Music
The children will…
· Identify how different styles of music contribute to the feel of a film.
· Identify pitch, tempo and dynamics and use these to explain and justify their answers.
· Use their body, voice and instruments to create sounds to represent a given theme.
· Create a musical score to represent a composition and interpret their graphic score, performing their composition 

	Theme and Variations (Pop Art)
The children will…
· Identify the sounds of different instruments and make reasonable suggestions for which instruments can be matched to which art pieces.
· Recall the names of several instruments according to their orchestra sections.
· Show a difference between musical variations and show creativity in a finished musical product


	Class Routines: 
Outdoor learning is on Tuesday morning: children need to bring in warm/waterproof clothing and wellies to get changed into.
Yoga / Dance is on Tuesday afternoon: children need to come to school in their indoor P.E. kits.
Basketball / Volleyball is on Friday afternoon: children need to wear their uniform and bring in their outdoor P.E. kits.

Please ensure that your child has a water bottle with them every day. The children are encouraged to take regular drinks throughout the day. It is requested that the water bottles go home each night to be washed.

Reading books can be changed as soon as the children have finished a book. The children need to complete an Accelerated Reading Quiz when they finish each book. Children are responsible for keeping their reading records up-to-date; these are checked regularly and must be in school, along with reading books, every day.   


	How you can support your child:
· Make sure your child knows where they are going at the end of the day
· Provide a letter if your child has your permission to walk home or walk to your car at the end of the school day 
· Support and encourage your child to complete their homework
· Sign their homework diaries 
· Inform the school office if your child will be absent from school     
· Discuss Picture News at home
· Be punctual dropping off and picking up   


	Adventures at Welford Booklets:
These booklets are a reminder of the children’s time at Welford and are presented as part of the Year 6 Leavers pack in July.
These will be sent out on Monday 16th March and should be returned on Monday 23rd March.


	Homework

	Homework will include:
Reading 
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
Comprehension
Arithmetic
	Homework will be set on Monday and is due in the following Monday.
The expectation will be written into your child's Homework Diary of what they are to complete.
Please sign your child's Homework Diary every week.


	Staying in touch
If you have any questions or queries about your child you can contact us by:
· Letting us know in a note that your child brings in to us in the morning
· Letting us know at the end of the day at pick up 
· Leave a phone message which will be returned at the end of the school day
· Make an appointment through the school office
· Email the school office 
Please do not use our teacher emails or Teams to contact us as they are not regularly checked.




