	Parent Curriculum Overview Sheet Year 3
Autumn Term 2026 - Mrs Barnard and Mr Deeley

	Classroom Information
Staff - Mrs Barnard (Monday-Wednesday), Mr Deeley (Thursday and Friday), Miss Baldwyn (TA) (Monday and Tuesday) and Miss Danner (TA) (Wednesday, Thursday, Friday) and Miss Matthews (TA)
PE/ Games – Bring swimming kit, including a swim cap, in a bag on Wednesday
Bring PE kit in a bag on Friday
Forest School - bring Forest School clothes in a bag ready for Friday afternoon
Reminders- Please hear your child read daily and record it in their reading records
Homework is given out on a Monday and is to be returned on the following Monday – one page of their mental maths book and a spelling activity in their blue homework books. We also provide Times Table Rockstar logins for multiplication practice at home.

	Reading
In English, we will be reading ‘The Sea Book’ and Ice Palace.

	Pupils will develop their reading comprehension skills by predicting what might happen, clarifying vocabulary and retrieving information from fiction and non-fiction texts. They will identify main ideas, summarise information and draw inferences about characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives, using evidence to justify their ideas. Pupils will explore themes and conventions and investigate how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning. They will also use dictionaries, ask questions and discuss words and phrases that engage the reader’s interest and imagination.

	Writing
Our writing will focus on the texts ‘The Shell’ (poetry), ‘Seal Surfer’ and ‘Winter’s Child.’

	Pupils will develop their spoken language, reading and writing skills through discussion, performance and a range of texts. They will build vocabulary, ask and answer questions, articulate and justify ideas, consider different viewpoints and communicate clearly through presentations, role play and debate. Pupils will develop their reading comprehension by predicting, clarifying vocabulary, drawing inferences and exploring how language, structure and presentation create meaning. They will plan, compose, rehearse and improve their writing, developing varied sentence structures, creating settings, characters and plots, proofreading carefully and evaluating the effectiveness of their work.

	Grammar Spelling and Punctuation
Through our focus texts, children will practice all aspects of the Year 3 Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation curriculum.

	Pupils will develop their understanding and use of Year 3 grammar and punctuation, applying grammatical structures accurately in their speaking and writing. They will explore word classes including nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs and prepositions, and develop their understanding of conjunctions and different sentence structures. Pupils will use a wider range of sentence structures, including main and subordinate clauses, and explore the use of present perfect forms and the correct use of a and an. They will develop their punctuation skills by using inverted commas for direct speech, apostrophes for possession and contractions, commas in lists and after fronted adverbials, and increasingly accurate sentence punctuation. Pupils will apply these skills when planning, drafting, proofreading and improving their writing.

	Mathematics
During the Autumn term, children will look at the following areas of the Year 3 Mathematical curriculum.

	Pupils will develop their number and calculation skills, exploring place value, ordering and comparing numbers to 1,000, and solving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division problems using the 3, 4 and 8 times-tables. They will investigate fractions, including finding, writing and adding fractions, and develop their understanding of shape and angles, including 3-D shapes and right angles. Pupils will also develop their measurement skills by measuring and calculating mass and telling and recording time using analogue and digital clocks, including 12-hour and 24-hour formats.

	Science
In Science, we will be studying the topics of ‘Animals: Movement and Nutrition’ and ‘Forces and Space: Forces and Magnets’.

	In science, pupils will explore the human body, forces and magnets, learning about the skeleton, muscles, movement, food, nutrients, friction and magnetic forces. They will investigate how forces and magnets work and their uses in everyday life. Pupils will develop their working scientifically skills through measuring, grouping, classifying, researching, recording and interpreting data, identifying variables, using evidence and drawing conclusions. 

	History (Second half of Spring term) 
In History, we will be considering the key question – ‘How have children’s lives changed?’

	Pupils will explore the lives of children in Tudor and Victorian times, using primary and secondary sources to make inferences and deductions about their experiences. They will investigate why children had to work, the jobs they carried out and the conditions they faced. Pupils will learn about Lord Shaftesbury and evaluate how his work improved children’s lives. They will also compare leisure activities over time and explore diseases suffered by children in the past, considering how effective historical treatments were.

	Geography (First half of Spring term)
In Geography, we will be considering the key question – ‘Who lives in Antarctica?’

	Pupils will explore Antarctica and its place in the world, developing their understanding of latitude, longitude, hemispheres and climate zones. They will investigate Antarctica’s climate, wildlife, tourism and scientific research, including Shackleton’s expedition. Pupils will develop their map and fieldwork skills by using grid references, compass points and digital maps to identify features and plot expedition routes, while comparing life in the UK and Antarctica.

	Art and Design (First half of Spring term)
This unit focuses on developing drawing skills. 

	In this unit, children will develop their shading skills and drawing skills to create botanical-inspired digital drawings. Pupils will develop their observational drawing skills, using shape, line, texture and mark-making to create detailed sketches. They will explore shading and tone, applying these skills to both traditional and digital artwork. Pupils will also use digital tools to create, save and present artwork, before designing a piece inspired by The Sun using a range of materials.

	Design and Technology (Second half of Spring term)
In Design and Technology, we will be focusing on Cooking and Nutrition: Eating Seasonally.

	Pupils will explore seasonal and locally sourced food, learning where different fruits and vegetables grow and how climate and seasons affect availability. They will consider the environmental impact of importing food and the benefits of eating seasonal produce. Pupils will develop their food preparation skills, including safe use of equipment and describing flavours, before designing, making and evaluating a seasonal dish, considering its nutritional benefits and using feedback to improve their work. 

	Religion and Worldviews
Children will consider the key question, ‘Why are nature and the seasons significant for religion and worldviews?’ We will be considering the views of a range of religious and non-religious views to answer this question.

	Pupils will explore how nature, seasons and the passage of time are understood and celebrated across religious and non-religious worldviews. They will investigate festivals and special times including Christmas, Easter, Pesach, Ramadan, Eid-al-Fitr and Shabbat, considering the importance of light, darkness, the moon, fasting, rest and family. Pupils will also explore Hindu and Pagan understandings of time and nature, comparing different beliefs, practices and ways of celebrating the changing seasons.

	Modern Foreign Languages (French)
We will be studying greetings, numbers, colours, days of the week and months of the year. 

	Pupils will develop their French language skills, building vocabulary around colours, the calendar and celebrations. They will learn the days of the week, months of the year and how to write and say the date, including expressing their birthday month. Pupils will also explore Christmas traditions in France, using songs, games, native-speaker clips and independent activities to practise and apply their vocabulary.

	PHSE
 In PHSE, we will be considering ‘Being me in my world’ as well as a unit from the Protective 
 Behaviours programme of learning. This is an important part of our whole-school approach to child safe guarding. It teaches children about Early Warning Signs in their body, how to say no to others and who to speak to if they need help.

	By the end of the Autumn term, children will develop their self-esteem and confidence by recognising and trusting their feelings and learning strategies to stay safe and protect themselves. They will explore difference, empathy and inclusion, developing an understanding of prejudice, discrimination and the importance of respecting and valuing others.

	Computing
Children will use PurpleMash to explore Touch Typing, Emails and Route Planners. 

	Pupils will develop their digital communication, keyboard and coding skills. They will improve typing accuracy, including the use of letters, numbers, punctuation, symbols and capital letters, while learning to communicate safely and responsibly through email, including composing, responding to and sending attachments. Pupils will also develop their understanding of algorithms and coding by creating commands in 2Go, using rotations and 45° and 90° angles to navigate routes, before using repeat commands to create efficient and increasingly complex algorithms. 

	P. E
In PE, we will be taking part in Swimming, Netball and Tag Rugby.

	Pupils will develop their teamwork, ball skills and tactical awareness, learning to pass, receive, shoot and move into space while understanding their roles as attackers and defenders. They will apply the rules of games fairly, communicate effectively with teammates, work cooperatively and give constructive feedback. Pupils will also develop their swimming skills, using a range of strokes to swim confidently over at least 25 metres and developing safe self-rescue skills in different water-based situations.

	Music
 In Music, we will be looking at South African and Caribbean Music.

	Pupils will develop their musical skills through singing, performing, listening and composing. They will learn to read and interpret staff notation, including quavers and rhythmic patterns, and perform tuned percussion parts accurately and in time. Pupils will explore South African and Caribbean music, including calypso, identifying key musical features and understanding the importance of percussion instruments. They will create and perform their own eight-beat rhythms and develop improvisation skills by creating pentatonic melodies using a range of rhythmic patterns.



