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	Classroom Information
Staff - Mrs Hobkirk (Monday-Thursday), Mrs Wretham (Friday), Mrs Sabatowski (TA), Mrs McWhirter (TA) and Miss Wodzisz (TA)
PE/ Games - Wear kit to school on Tuesday (no change of clothes needed)
Bring PE kit in a bag on Thursday
Forest School - bring Forest School clothes in a bag ready for Tuesday afternoon
Library day - Thursday

	Ways to support your child's learning at home:
Your child needs their reading record and all reading books with them each day. Please hear your child read regularly throughout the week- at least four/five times a week. Help your child to practice reciting the months of the year and days of the week, counting in 2s, 5s and 10s within 100; as well as counting for real purposes and recalling addition and number facts for numbers up to 20.
Your child needs a filled water bottle every day
In addition please: 
· Make sure your child knows where they are going at the end of the day
· Inform the school office before 9.00am if you child will be absent from school
· Discuss Picture News at home
· Be punctual dropping off and picking up

	Key Dates
1/10/26 -Years 1 and 2 Harvest Assembly
5/10/26 – Christmas card designs to be sent back to school
5/10/26 – Curriculum Day - A Day in Kenya
6/10/26 – Robin Hood Production in school
15/10/26 – Heart of England Trip
22/10/26 – Break up for half term
2/11/26 – Return to school
2/11/26 – Parents Evening
9/11/26-Parents Evening
17/11/26 – Odd Socks Day
26/11/26 -Year 2 Wright Knowledge Assembly
1/12/26-Gruffalo’s Child @ Warwick Art Centre
4/12/26-Breakfast with Santa
7/12/26-Years 1 and 2 Christmas Assembly @ 9.15am and 2.15pm

	Homework
Homework will be set on Monday and is due in the following Monday.
Homework will include:
Spellings:
When learning spellings children should also complete one of the activities from the spelling menu.
Please help them to cover their spelling homework book and ensure that their name is still clearly displayed on the front- this will help them to take pride in their work and also to quickly locate their book.
Maths Activity Book:
Please do not allow children to rush ahead in the Math’s homework book. Complete only the allocated section, which will be dated each week.
Reading
Please listen to your child read at least four/five times a week.  When you have listened to your child read please record this in their reading records as this enables us to see when your child has read at home.
Reading books will continue to be changed on a set day according to your child’s house group.
Monday – Owen
Tuesday – Higgs
Wednesday – Davenport
Thursday - Wright
 If your child is reading an accelerated reader book they will change their book once they have quizzed on it.
NumBots
Your child’s log into Number Bots can be found in their reading record.  This online portal allows the children to practice their maths through playing fun games/activities.  
My Maths
Your child’s log into My Maths can be found in their reading records.  This is a great online portal that we will also use in lessons.  Each half term there will be activities set for the children to complete if they wish.


	Staying in touch
· If you have any questions or query about your child you can contact me by:
· Popping a note in your child’s homework diary
· At the end of the day at pick up
· Leave a phone message with the office which will be returned at the end of the school day
· Make an appointment through the school office
· Email the school office (not via teacher email or teams) 

	Reading
This term, we will be reading ‘Troll Swap’ by Leigh Hodgkinson and ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’ by Jill Tomlinson in our English lessons.  Our reading for pleasure texts will be written by Enid Blyton – ‘The Magic Far Away Tree’ and ‘Animal Stories’.

	The children will build on their comprehension skills by discussing characters and events, making predictions, and answering questions about the stories. We will begin to develop our skills of inference by becoming reading detectives. Through our regular guided reading sessions, they will develop confidence, fluency, and expression when reading aloud. We will continue to practise Phase 3 to 5 phonics sounds and common exception words to support reading progress. Children will also develop their silent reading skills through our daily Everyone Reads in Class sessions, helping them to become more independent and engaged readers. To promote a love of reading, we will enjoy regular story times with our reading for pleasure texts, giving children the opportunity to listen to and share a wide range of exciting stories.

	Writing
In English, we will be writing a fact file about an owl and a narrative about an alien and a young child who swap places.

	This term, children will use ‘Troll Swap’ by Leigh Hodgkinson as a model text to write their own narrative, developing their confidence in creating characters, retelling events, and sequencing ideas clearly. Using ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’ by Jill Tomlinson as a stimulus, they will also research and write an informative fact file about owls, learning how to present information clearly and use interesting vocabulary.  Throughout the term, we will focus on developing sentence structure and encouraging children to become confident, independent writers. Children will learn our writing mantra, “Think it, Say it, Write it, Check it,” helping them to carefully plan their ideas, say their sentences aloud before writing, and check that their work makes sense. They will work alongside adults and their peers to discuss, review, and improve their writing, while developing editing and proofreading skills by checking spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Through these activities, children will continue to grow as thoughtful and successful writers

	Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation
This term we will reinforce and build upon existing grammar, punctuation and spelling skills and knowledge.  A key focus will be placed applying the components of a good sentence to ensure that each sentence makes sense and is correctly punctuated.

	The children will explore different word types, including nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs, and learn how to use the suffix -ly to create adverbs that add detail to their writing. They will also begin to learn and apply the rules for adding the suffixes -ed and -ing to root words.  Through the use of the conjunctions and, or, but and because, the children will write more extended sentences.  The children will have fun using expanded noun phrases to add more information and description. They will learn how to write different types of sentences, including questions, and use the correct punctuation to ensure their writing is clear and accurate.  Throughout the term, children will be encouraged to talk about their learning using grammatical vocabulary and apply these skills across all their writing, helping them to become more confident and effective writers.

	Mathematics
During the Autumn term, children will look at the following areas of the Year 2 Mathematical curriculum- Number (Place value, Addition and Subtraction, Multiplication and Division), Geometry (Properties of shapes and Position and Direction), Measurement (Length and Height and Time) and Fractions

	This term, children will continue to develop their confidence and fluency in mathematics; building on their existing mathematical knowledge.  They will develop their understanding of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division using number lines and practical equipment, while practising counting forwards and backwards in 2s, 5s, and 10s.  Children will explore the properties of 2D and 3D shapes, measure and compare lengths, and find fractions of shapes and amounts. They will also develop their understanding of place value of numbers to 100.  As part of their learning, children will tell the time to o'clock, half past, quarter past, and quarter to, and learn about the number of minutes in an hour and hours in a day.  Throughout the term, they will be encouraged to explain their mathematical thinking using key vocabulary and apply their knowledge to solve a variety of problems.

	Science
 In Science, we will be studying the topics of ‘Habitats’ and ‘Materials’.

	This term, children will learn about the habitats of plants and animals and explore how different habitats provide the things living organisms need to survive. They will investigate a range of habitats, considering the plants and animals that live there and exploring how simple food chains show the ways in which living things depend on one another. Children will also learn about the uses and properties of everyday materials, identifying objects with the same use that are made from different materials and materials that can be used to make a variety of objects. As part of their learning, they will explore how stretching, twisting, bending and squashing can change the shape of some solid objects and consider the properties that make different materials suitable for particular purposes. Through practical activities, observation and scientific enquiry, children will develop their skills by planning, carrying out and evaluating investigations, using their findings to answer questions and explain what they have discovered.

	History (Second half of Autumn term) 
In History we will be investigating the question ‘Why did Guy Fawkes try to blow up the Houses of Parliament?’.

	This term, children will learn about the Gunpowder Plot and why it is remembered as an important event in British history. They will explore the story of Guy Fawkes and the group of plotters, discovering what happened in 1605 and how the plot was eventually uncovered.  Children will also learn about life during the reign of King James I, including how Catholics were treated at the time and why some people became unhappy with the government. As part of their learning, they will investigate the causes and consequences of the Gunpowder Plot and explore its links to our local area.  Through stories, discussion, and historical enquiry, children will develop their understanding of the past and begin to consider how and why significant events are remembered today.

	Geography (First half of Autumn term)
In Geography we will be considering the key question ‘Would you prefer to live in a hot or cold place?’. 

	They will use maps and atlases to locate and name the continents, the Equator, and the North and South Poles, developing their understanding of the world around them.  Children will learn about the human and physical features of Kenya and compare them with those of the United Kingdom. They will build on their knowledge of weather and climate by identifying the characteristics of hot and cold places and learning that countries closer to the Equator are generally hotter, while those further away are usually colder.  As part of this topic, our Curriculum Day will be ‘A Day in Kenya’ where we will spend the day immersed in Kenyan culture and geography through a range of exciting, hands-on activities, helping to bring their learning to life in a fun and memorable way.




	Art (First half of Autumn term)
Our topic in Art is Drawing:  Understanding tone and texture.  

	Children will experiment with a variety of drawing materials and surfaces, exploring different mark-making techniques and investigating how different pencil grades can be used to create tone, shade, and texture. They will build their confidence and control when drawing by practising the use of pressure and line to add detail and depth to their artwork.  Using these skills, children will create an observational drawing of their own soft toy, carefully studying its shape, texture, and features. Throughout the unit, they will be encouraged to discuss artwork using appropriate artistic vocabulary, share their ideas and opinions, and explain the creative choices they have made. Through this work, children will develop both their artistic skills and their confidence as young artists.  The children will also learn about the life of famous illustrator, Quentin Blake.

	Design and Technology (Second half of Autumn term)
In Design Technology we make a chair for Baby Bear to sit in.

	This term, children will become designers and engineers.  They will investigate what makes a structure strong and stable, learning about key concepts such as stability, strength, folding, joining, and why cylinders are one of the strongest shapes.  Children will explore a range of linking systems and materials, considering their properties and suitability for different purposes. They will generate and communicate their ideas through discussion, before working together to create a class design criteria.  Using their knowledge and skills, children will make a chair for Baby Bear. Throughout the process, they will learn how to assemble components, test and evaluate their designs, and make improvements based on their findings. They will also share their ideas with their peers, use feedback to refine their work, and evaluate their finished product against the design criteria.

	Religion and Worldviews
Children will learn about Christianity. Our focus question will be:
Who is Jesus?

	This term, children will learn about Christianity through our focus question, ‘Who is Jesus?’ They will explore simple passages from sacred texts, considering what they tell Christians about Jesus and how these texts can shape people’s beliefs and the way they choose to live their lives. Children will begin to understand that sacred texts can be interpreted in different ways and explore how particular words and phrases can help us discover more about their meaning. As part of their learning, they will ask questions about sacred texts, analyse and annotate simple passages and use other sources, including sacred art, to develop their understanding. Children will also explore how Christian beliefs are expressed in everyday life by asking questions and carrying out simple surveys with people who hold particular worldviews. Through discussion, questioning and enquiry, children will begin to make links between beliefs and lived experiences while developing their ability to interpret and respond thoughtfully to religious texts and ideas.

	PHSE
 In PHSE we will be considering ‘Being me in my world’ and ‘Taking Care’.

	This term, children will explore the themes of ‘Being Me in My World’ and ‘Taking Care’, considering what makes each person special and unique. They will work together to create a Class Charter and think about how they can show respect, cooperate with others and help everyone feel safe, happy and included. Children will explore the qualities of positive friendships and develop strategies for resolving friendship difficulties, considering their own feelings and the feelings of others. As part of our ‘Taking Care’ learning, we will use the NSPCC Pantosaurus resources to help children understand that their body belongs to them, that private parts are private and that they have the right to say no if something makes them feel uncomfortable. Children will also explore the difference between good and bad secrets and learn how to recognise and talk about feelings such as happiness, sadness and pride. Through discussion, practical activities and teamwork, children will develop the confidence to celebrate their own and others’ successes and identify trusted adults they can speak to if something makes them feel worried or upset.

	Computing
Topics:  Route Planners, the Internet

	During this term the children will look at the internet and route planners. They will use 2Go to navigate routes using direction keys and units of distance, combining instructions to create and follow increasingly longer routes. Pupils will also explore how the internet, World Wide Web, browsers and search engines work together, identify hardware used to access the internet, and learn the difference between websites and webpages. They will practise finding information using a school website and searching safely and effectively online, developing their understanding of responsible internet use.

	P. E
In PE we will be taking part in Gymnastics, Ball Skills, Sending and Receiving and Fundamentals sessions.  

	This term, children will develop their agility, balance, and coordination through a range of games and gymnastic activities. They will practise key skills such as rolling, dribbling, kicking, throwing, and catching, building their confidence and control as they take part in different sporting activities.  In gymnastics, children will learn how to create shapes and balances, perform rolls, and link movements together to create simple sequences using both floor work and apparatus. Throughout the term, they will be introduced to a variety of sports and will begin to understand and apply some of the rules and techniques used within them. They will also learn about the importance of keeping fit, staying active, and maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

	                                                         Music
Our topics this term our ‘Animals:  Call and Response’ and ‘Musical Storytelling:  Instruments’.

	During the first half of the Autumn term, we will be focusing on call and response, relating this to that of animals.  The children will chant different call and response patterns and created their own using untuned percussion instruments.  They will also practice rhythm and pulse.  During the second half term, we will explore longer pieces of music, looking at how music can tell a story through the use of different instruments.  The children will learn songs for our Harvest and Christmas assemblies and develop their vocabulary of musical terms.  



